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Abstract:

A Slipping Down Life by Anne Tyler continues to illustrate the negative aspects of
patriarchal society’s representation which force the character to search for freedom
from the domestic life. The study also attempts to evaluate the term gender divide and
search for self-actualization. Evie Decker’s unusual, frequently frantic attempts to
escape her quiet, constrained life in a stuffy little town serve as an exploration of
freedom. By passionately following rock singer Drumstrings Casey and carving his
name in her forehead, Evie seeks to exert individuality and control over her life, finally
achieving a limited sort of liberation via self-acceptance, rather than through the
romantic idealization of her connection.
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Introduction:

Anne Tyler revisited existential themes in her third novel, A Slipping-Down Life,
including the loneliness of the individual, the quest for identity, and the absence of
genuine communication and understanding among those who live close to one another.
Situated in the fictional towns of Pulqua and Farinia, North Carolina, which bear a
striking resemblance to the real town of Fuquay-Varina near Raleigh, it was the final
book by Tyler to be set exclusively in North Carolina, but it was also the first to depict
the desolation of familial relationships in a setting that was obviously contemporary.
The influence of contemporary American society and media on family life is a major
theme in A Slipping-Down Life. Additionally, A Slipping-Down Life chronicles a full
year in the everyday life of its heroine, a fat, dowdy teenage girl named Evie Decker,
whereas Tyler’s first two novels only covered a few days in the lives of the main
characters. This shows a development in Tyler’s ability to deal with character over a
long amount of time.

Anne Tyler’s A Slipping- Down Life is based in adolescence. Its protagonist,
motherless Evie Decker of Pulqua, North Caroline, “a plumb drab girl in brown
sweater,” is charming, homely, and stylistically conservative. One day, she cuts the
last name of Bertram “Drumstrings” Casey, a local rock singer of questionable talent,
onto her forehead. That action sets off the novel’s main action, in which Evie, a scar
tissue testimonial, becomes a publicity feature at Casey’s performances, eventually
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marries him, loses her father to a heart attack, becomes pregnant, and, after overcoming
her fear of loneliness, gives Casey an ultimatum: either they leave their marginal
existence and move into her father’s house, or she will do so alone. These paintings
depict Tyler’s characters with deeper lines than even before an author with a taste for
the fine arts, and they do a good job of capturing the richness and depth of the characters
in this book. Even small characters like Clotelia, Mrs. Haison, and Paul Ogle, the
local newspaper’s photographer, are shaped and much more memorable than, say,
Ben Joe Hawkes’ sisters. On the most fundamental level, Drumstrings Casey does not
seek this fat virgin, in contrast to the demon lover’s norm. He is only interested in
Evie until he proves that she is not a “newspaper lady” (48). Unlike devils, rock stars
require attention, and he neither accepts responsibility for nor enjoys her disfigurement.

Since “there are thousands of Caseys around,” he is genuinely irritated that she
engraved his last name rather than “Drum” (ASDL 51). Instead of chaos, he and his
parents reside in a faded Victorian home, and he drives the family’s beat-up Dodge.
With his “bony, scraped” wrists, nicotine-stained fingers (ASDL 123), and well-deserved
episodes of professional insecurity, Drumstrings Casey soon reveals himself to be a
slick-looking young man with little aptitude and a superficial gimmick. Because Evie’s
unwavering sense of self has been depicted in the patriarchal manifestations of society,
A Slipping Down Life is confident. Furthermore, one of the most important elements
of the book i1s Evie’s sincere love and passion for Casey, which is demonstrated when
she engraves Casey’s name on her forehead. By the time Evie is shocked to learn that
her husband is in bed with another lady to expose his actual color, the problems in
Evie’s life have taken on a mountainous form. In the end, Tyler exacerbates the agony
of bondage by bringing the two young people together in an unhappy marriage.

At this time, Drum asks in a dejected manner, “What is the point in me sitting here
strumming? I will never succeed. I'm just nineteen years old, and I'm already living a
slipping down life. Hard rock is dissolving, so soon no one will desire it (ASDL 133).
More precisely, the paper addresses Evie’s lack of a mother and the father’s shadowy
presence. The father hasn’t given Evie the required parental care and is still
Incongruous, uncommunicative, and inconsequential. Hence Evie rushes away from
her home of void space to take shelter in Casey’s land whereas Drumstrings Casey’s
love is impure and pretentious. More importantly, the social and intellectual facets of
women’s status are taken into consideration in order to delve deeply into the analysis
of her freedom, which is constantly questioned under the patriarchal norms of males.
As being natural with emotions, Evie Decker courageously takes a dramatic effort in
finding a solution to her unstable mind. Even still, Evie makes it abundantly evident
to the readers that she hasn’t been comforted by the idea of marriage as an institution
or the ability to entangle the female self in a conjugal partnership. The most impacted
female spouse experiences conservative gender discrimination, and Evie’s rights have
been called into doubt to a greater degree.

“A relationship between a man and a woman should be a combination of affection
and sexual components,” according to Zorica Markovic (ASDL 383). But this novel is
rooted in adolescence, homely, stylistically conservative as it’s heroine, motherless
Evie Decker of Pulqua, North Caroline, a plumb drab girl cuts into her forehead the
last name of her rock star lover, Drumstrings’ name on her forehead with a sole
Iintention to marry him and learn to live a life of a naive housewife. Emphatically,
Evie becomes pregnant with a hope of journeying towards her child with the vexatious
rock singer who refuses to shift away from his stereotyped behavioral traits. Evie
quickly gets ready to endure her lonely life without her quiet, uninteresting father,
who suddenly passes away, leaving her depressed. For some reason, Casey is not
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attracted to Evie despite her plump appearance. Notably, she continues to be obese
without realizing it, and she even tells herself that being overweight is normal and
part of who she is. When Evie first hears about Drumstrings Casey’s erratic plans on
the radio, she is first captivated by him. In fact, she immediately thinks that she is
infatuated over a young person who she believes to be innocent and perceptive.

She is now aware of how society perceives her as either supporting or unsupportive,
and she 1s determined to prevent society from considering whether or not she is
attractive enough to deserve him. Gender expression is deeply ingrained in society
norms. On the other hand, because of the manifestation of patriarchy, his wife Evie
appears to flourish in her marriage. If she had been overlooked in the high school
setting, patriarchal norms would have ensnared her at home. In contrast to Drum,
whose rock star reputation makes his patriarchy seem trivial, Evie is forced to perform
her tasks while wearing a blindfold because of the expectations society has on her
because of her gender.

For example, Evie openly detects the gender prejudice being imprinted in Casey
when Drum rejects having a working wife at home by not giving her a room to reflect
and administrate her opinions. When she gets married, the gender gap forces her to
fit into the framework of a woman formed by patriarchal expression, which Evie firmly
clings the rules of behavior and beliefs. Her newly discovered gender identity as a
housewife gives her the ability to walk away from the oppressive patriarchal norms
through external information. According to Laura Mulvey, women then function as a
signifier for the male viewpoint inside patriarchal structures; in other words, Mulvey
notes that women “hold the look, plays to and signifies male desire” (809). One
important thing to keep in mind is that Casey’s mother serves as the family’s main
caregiver and is solely responsible for supporting Casey in every way. With reference
to Ora, a particular trait is that she being the embodiment of permissiveness places
Casey in a self- centered position by letting him to carry over with his whims and
fancies. Ironically, Casey’s mother instills a self-centered trait in him even before he
becomes well-known for his musical career, saying, “Deep down I know he has a
wonderful career in front of him” (ASDL 77).

Unhesitatingly, Casey is created with the expression of gender of patriarchal to
move forward to accomplish the pinnacle point in his disastrous career. Evie appears
to be aware of his shortcomings because she elopes with him at a time when gender
discrimination is a major factor in marriages, leading her to believe that she cannot
abandon him in complete failure. The plot revolves around Evie’s self-discovery, which
highlights her uniqueness and allows her to be freed from an autarchic experiences
with unhappy marriage. Specifically, Drumstrings Casey is vague and opaque about
his existence and for most strongly part, Casey is selfish and correspondingly varies
his hue between intimacy and loneliness. When Ora says, “We may not be
collegeeducated in our family but we are law-abiding,” Casey obediently believes his
mother’s words because he is overwhelmed by her assertion (ASDL 97). Regretfully,
the mother absolves him of the obligations. One important aspect to take note of is
that Casey’s father works at a gas station in order to make ends meet, while coming
from a more poor background and having a lower status than Evie Decker. In addition
to believing, Evie is perceived as a victim of Casey’s deceptive career that disregards
gender expression.

As Drumstrings, the main character, spends his entire life pursuing fame, dereliction
1s then projected upon him. He desperately fails to succeed and is totally dependent on
his wife, Evie, to help him overcome the difficult situation. Drum never succeeds in
becoming more well-known, like a needle in a haystack. In an article, Cecilia Donohue
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has researched Anne Tyler’'s A Slipping Down Life and commented: “transcend the
carving up of her forehead (and the threat of a slipping-down life) to the carving out of
a grounded, firm-footed, realitybased existence sans rock-star fantasies” (ASDL 54). To
a considerable part, Evie’s steep slope in her youth with a nugatory marital life gives
the reader a premonition of her deceitful marriage. In the end, it’s fascinating to note
that Evie Decker’s self-realization emerges more during pregnancy than throughout
marriage. Evie “needs a real house and an organized life for the sake of the baby, the
boyhusband no longer matters,” according to a perceptive research by Margaret
Morganroth Gullette (1985). When he refuses to follow her, she leaves him behind.
Symbolically, Casey’s disturbing patriarchal manipulations are revealed through her
elopement and the mutilation of her forehead. empowers her femininity to fully embrace
the role of mother without overly pressing the issue. By giving her life and her efforts
to sustain his child selflessly and finding fulfillment in motherhood, Evie selflessly
defines her gender and achieves self-actualization.

Conclusion:

Tyler’s book after flight for freedom concludes with a family reconciliation. A
Slipping-Down Life’s overarching theme appears to be the pursuit of success in life
and a sense of self. The figure of Evie and Drumstrings presents a vivid picture of two
individuals from radically different origins who eventually tie the knot. This novel
depicts a variety of partnerships. The strongest and indeed very true relationship
exists between Drum and Evie. Despite all of Drum’s flaws and the fact that he makes
fun of her appearance at several points in the narrative, Evie is a very noble heroine
who truly loves him.
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